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Dear Friends,

I’m pleased to greet you as the new President of the
Southeast Virginia Community Foundation’s Board of Directors. Our previous President, Thomas Wood, decided to step
down from the position at the end of last year, and we commend him on all that was accomplished
during his terms. I look forward to providing your community foundation with leadership throughout this year and am excited
to see where the future takes us.

STAMP

During our December board elections, the Board also confirmed our Executive Committee Officers for 2015. In addition to selecting me as President, Daniel
Grubb and Bill Oast were chosen as Vice
Presidents, Emily Robbins as Treasurer,
and Richard Wentz as Secretary. We are
confident in the skills and experience of these individuals and
know that they will guide the Foundation effectively. During
the elections, we also decided to bring on three new and outstanding community leaders as Board Directors, Carolyn Bernard, Stephen Korving, and Michelle Butler, whom we welcome to the team and whom you can read about on the next
page.

MAILING ADDRESS

In order to keep you up-to-date on how your funds
are making a difference in our community, we have included
in this issue of the Fund Advisor Newsletter breakdowns of
grants given so far this year from donor advised funds, designated funds, and organizational funds. We would like to
thank you for your active involvement in grant-making and
for always keeping us aware of community needs. For all of
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you with donor advised funds, we have also provided you
with some additional giving opportunities should you be
interested in using your fund to support a few community
projects.
Later in this issue, you will note
that we have decided to sponsor two major
giving events this May. One is called Give
Local 757 and is a 24-hour, online giving
day for the benefit of all 757 area code nonprofits. We are proud to be co-hosting this
event with the Suffolk, Peninsula Community, and Obici Health Care Foundations.
The other event is part of a national movement to raise funds for rare cancer research,
Cycle for Survival Virginia Beach. We
have opened up a special project fund here
at the Foundation, and all contributions to the fund will be
used to pay for the event’s costs. (continued on next page.)
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Meet the New Directors of the Board!

Donor Advised Grants

Designated & Organizational Grants

Thanks to your recent grant suggestions, the following nonprofits have received one or more grants from a donor advised fund so far this year:

We have awarded grants from designated and organizational/agency funds to the following nonprofits so far this
year:

BON SECOURS HAMPTON ROADS FOUNDATION

EDMARC HOSPICE FOR CHILDREN

CORNERSTONE OF HOPE

FRIENDS OF CHEVRA T’HELIM

FRIENDS OF CHEVRA T’HELIM

FRIENDS OF THE PORTSMOUTH PUBLIC LIBRARY, INC.

LOGANS ELITES, INC.

PORSTMOUTH FLAG ASSOCIATES

MICHELLE BUTLER

STEPHEN KORVING

CAROLYN BERNARD

PORTSMOUTH SERVICE LEAGUE

TIDEWATER YOUTH GOLF ASSOCIATION

Having joined TowneBank back in
2006, Michelle is now Senior Vice
President of Private Banking at the
bank’s Churchland location. Before
working at Towne, she gained 14
years of banking experience as Vice
President of Premier Banking at Bank
of America. She is an active volunteer,
having held Board positions with Volunteer Hampton Roads, the Western
Branch Athletic Club, and the Suffolk
Partnership for a Healthy Community.
Currently, Michelle is on the Board for
the Boys and Girls Club of Southeast
Virginia's Portsmouth Unit, and we
welcome her to our Board as well.

Stephen is currently the President,
Managing Partner, and Co-Founder of
Korving & Company, LLC, where he
works with individuals and businesses
to help them manage their wealth. Before founding Korving & Company, he
worked at both UBS and Cambridge
Associates. In addition to serving on
the SEVACF Board, Stephen is also a
Board Member for the Portsmouth Museums Foundation and is a member of
the LEAD Hampton Roads Signature
Class of 2015. In the past, he has
served in volunteer positions with
PARC, Inc., Kiwanis Club of Churchland, and Noblemen of Norfolk.

With over four decades of educationrelated work experience, Carolyn is
now retired and living in Chesapeake.
During her professional time, she
served in several different educational
roles in the Chesapeake Public School
System, with her latest position being
Principal of Grassfield High School.
Carolyn now holds volunteer positions
with the Chesapeake Sports Club, the
Virginia Association of Secondary
School Principals, and the Virginia
Foundation of Educational Leadership
to name a few, and is excited to add
the Southeast Virginia Community
Foundation to the list.

ROC SOLID FOUNDATION, INC.

UNITED SERVICE ORGANIZATION, INC. OF HAMPTON ROADS

CONTINUED FROM COVER
As you remember, we introduced our new endowment challenge, The Match, to you last year. Our
program to create a more sustainable nonprofit community in Southeast Virginia has received both positive reactions from our invited organizations and positive results.
Please make sure to read about the nonprofits that have
enlisted in The Match so far this year, as they work hard
to make this area a better place to live, and we are happy
to have them join.
Over the past few months, several past and present SEVACF members have been featured in local publications as active and impactful residents of our area.
The Foundation is proud to be involved with such individuals and congratulates them on being included in
these works. We hope that you enjoy learning more about

them inside.
Lastly, I would like to thank you again for your continued trust and support over the years. You and your charitable
funds are the driving force of our good work, and we could not
achieve our mission without you. I intend to serve you and the
Foundation well as your new President and look forward to creating a better Southeast Virginia together.

SINCERELY,

SUPPORT SEVACF
SIMPLY BY SHOPPING!
Did you know that you can support your community foundation just by
shopping at Kroger? Well, you can!
Kroger’s Community Rewards
program earns millions of dollars for local nonprofits year after year. Anyone
with a Kroger Plus Card can contribute
by enrolling in the program and selecting
the Southeast Virginia Community Foundation as their charity to support.
Once your Plus Card is linked to
SEVACF, we’ll begin earning money
each time you shop at Kroger and swipe
your card. Fund-raising for your community foundation has never been easier!
And the best part is: adding this
advantage for us comes at no cost to you.
Each quarter, Kroger makes a donation to
us based on how much our supporters
spend shopping at their stores.
Visit www.kroger.com/
communityrewards to start earning rewards for us for 2015!

TIMOTHY S. CULPEPPER
PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD
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SEVACF Board’s Treasurer Highlighted in Tidewater

Women Magazine
Emily Robbins, the Foundation Board’s Treasurer was recently featured in the “Women in
Business” section of Tidewater
Women Magazine!
The section of the publication’s January 2015 issue highlights several business women
throughout Southeast Virginia.
Emily is listed as Account Vice
President at Virginia Asset Group,
where she helps improve her clients’ financial portfolios by creating custom investment and financial plans for them.
“I believe in a balanced, disciplined approach to investing,”
she states in the article, explaining that her recipe for success is made
up of customized planning, personalized attention and service, and
individualized financial guidance for each of her clients. She stresses
that no matter how much wealth a person may have, one’s investments are important to both oneself and one’s family.
Emily expresses that her goals are to both continue to assist
clients and to grow her business while raising her family. She advises other women to find their paths, stating in the article, “You cannot
be everything to everyone. Success is defined differently by everyone. Do your best to make your path a success for you.”
7

Several Foundation Members Featured in Suffolk Publication
In the fall
of 2013, We
funded a grant
request made by
the Suffolk River
Heritage, Inc. to
assist in the production of their
third publication,
Truckin’ on the Western Branch, a cultural history of
Churchland, West Norfolk, Western Branch, and
Bowers Hill. The book compiles the recollections of
over 100 people to tell “the story of how a thriving
region of truck farmers grew into a diverse, suburban
community while retaining some of its village culture
and closeness.”
Featured in the publication’s Churchland section are Major Frank L. Kirby, founder of what is today the Southeast Virginia Community Foundation,
and P. Ward Robinett, Jr., the Foundation’s current

Chief Executive Officer.
Shortly before passing away in August 2014,
Mr. Kirby shared his memories with the book’s writers about growing up in downtown Portsmouth and
attending Wilson High School.
In their interview, Ward Robinett and his
wife, Bruce, reminisced about Churchland High
School dances, teachers, and watching their neighborhoods grow.
Also included in
Truckin’ on the
Western Branch
are current
Board Secretary,
Richard Wentz,
several past
board members
and current fund advisors, and many more!

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
We have received the following grant requests for our 2015 Spring Grant Cycle. If you would like to help fulfill
one or more of these requests with your donor advised fund, please contact the Foundation office by April 30th.

New Special Project Fund for Cycle for Survival VA Beach
On May 3, 2015, Southeast Virginia residents
will gather at Onelife Fitness in Virginia Beach to
raise money for the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center to conduct rare cancer research.
How? By riding stationary
bikes from 1-5pm.
Part of a national movement,
Cycle for Survival Virginia Beach
challenges teams of up to eight people
to take turns riding stationary bikes for
a period of four hours. Each team is
given one stationary bike and a fundraising goal of at least $1,000. While
they ride, their friends and family can
make donations to the team’s fundraising page, all proceeds of which will ultimately go to
the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.
The local event was initiated by Rosemary
Wilson and Anthony Nero, both of whom have tragi-

cally lost their spouses to battles with cancer. They
began the Virginia Beach chapter as a way to get our
community involved in contributing to lifesaving cancer research.
“I ride to honor brave family
and friends touched by cancer,” Rosemary says. “Cycle for Survival is my
way of fighting back and making a
difference.”
When she approached SEVACF and asked us to sponsor Cycle
for Survival Virginia Beach, we were
thrilled at the opportunity to help such
a noble cause.
As part of our sponsorship, we
have opened a Cycle for Survival Virginia Beach
Special Project Fund at the Foundation. All money
contributed to the fund will be used to pay for the
costs of this spring’s event.
6

1. American Red Cross of Southeast Virginia

17. Paul D. Camp Community College Foundation

2. Bon Secours Maryview Foundation

18. Portsmouth Community Concerts

3. Chesapeake Bay Foundation

19. Portsmouth Schools Foundation

4. Chesapeake Public Schools Educational Foundation

20. Portsmouth Self Sufficiency Project

5. Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters

21. Recovery For Life

6. Communities in Schools of Hampton Roads

22. Roc Solid Foundation

7. Elizabeth River Project

23. Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts

8. Foodbank of Southeastern Virginia

24. The Children’s Center

9. ForKids

25. The Up Center

10. Girl Scouts Council of Colonial Coast

26. TCC Educational Foundation

11. Goodwill of Central & Coastal Virginia

27. Virginia Stage Company

12. Hermitage Museum & Gardens

28. Virginia Symphony Orchestra

13. Jacob’s Ladder

29. VOLUNTEER Hampton Roads

14. Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation, Inc.

30. Westmoreland Children & Youth Association

15. Multi-Cultural Performing Arts

31. YMCA of South Hampton Roads

16. Norfolk & Chesapeake CASA

32. YWCA of South Hampton Roads
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Updating you on

Several Local Community Foundations to
Support Area Nonprofits through Give Local 757 Partnership

THE MATCH

Our program to encourage eligible nonprofits to create and sustain endowment funds
Last year, we unveiled our new endowment program, The Match, which was established in order to encourage certain, local nonprofits to create and sustain endowed funds at SEVACF!
As you know, the ultimate goal of The Match is to create a total endowment of $1,000,000
over the next five years, money that will be used towards building a stronger nonprofit community in
Southeast Virginia. This will be accomplished with funds pulled together by SEVACF, the
TowneBank Foundation, and the participating nonprofits.
Since the reveal, we have had several organizations show eager interest in getting involved.
With the Elizabeth River Project already one year into the program, we are thrilled to tell you that
three more, outstanding nonprofits will be joining them in The Match this year!
We are excited to announce that we will
be partnering with the Peninsula Community
Foundation of Virginia, the Suffolk Foundation, and the Obici Healthcare Foundation to
cohost the largest giving day in Hampton
Roads history: Give Local 757!
In its second year, Give Local 757 is an
online, giving event for the benefit of all 757
community nonprofits, which will take place
on May 5-6, 2015. The event uses a crowd
funding method, allowing all nonprofits registered for the event to receive as many online
donations as possible via the Give Local 757
website. As extra fundraising incentive, the
hosting foundations will create challenges
throughout the 24 hours, awarding the winners
with money from a prize pool.
The results from the last year’s event
were unprecedented, with a total of 106 area
nonprofits participating and bringing in a total
of $190,000!

Please join us in welcoming the following nonprofit organizations to The Match in 2015:

Here’s how it works:


Local nonprofits are encouraged to register
for the event in advanced by visiting
www.givelocal757.org in order to be eligible to receive gifts.



Local businesses are encouraged to participate by donating to the prize pool or by
sponsoring a prize in advanced.



Beginning at noon on May 5, 2015, community residents can donate to their favorite
charities through the Give Local 757 website or at any Langley Federal Credit Union
branch until noon on May 6, 2015.



The hosting community foundations will
create competitions throughout the event,
awarding winners cash prizes from the prize
pool and matching funds.

STARBASE VICTORY

ROC SOLID FOUNDATION

EDMARC HOSPICE FOR CHILDREN

Joining The Match with a fundraising
goal of $50,000, Starbase Victory’s mission is to provide exciting, innovative,
and experiential learning that inspires
Portsmouth Public Schools students to
pursue education and careers in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics).

Joining The Match with a fundraising
goal of $20,000, the Roc Solid Foundation builds hope for children fighting
cancer by providing ways for them to
temporarily escape the burdens of doctor’s appointments and treatments
through opportunities to do what they
do best: play.

Joining The Match with a fundraising
goal of $50,000, the Edmarc Hospice for
Children eases the trauma of a child’s
illness or death and reduces the disabling effects of pediatric illness and loss
through home healthcare, hospice care,
and bereavement support for families in
Hampton Roads.

Once their fundraising goals have been met, the money will be matched 50% by the Southeast
Virginia Community Foundation and 50% by the TowneBank Foundation in order to double each
nonprofit’s total endowment, which will grow to provide income and to create sustainability.

Give Local 757 is for the sole benefit of our
community nonprofits, and the hosting organizations will receive no proceeds from the event.
4

5

